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Ongoing 
Surveillance 
Continuously 
assess levels of 
community 
transmission to 
enable targeted 
deployment of 
health care 
resources and 
careful tailoring of 
restrictions
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CDC’s Implementation of Mitigation Strategies for Communities with Local COVID-19 Transmission defines levels of community transmission as follows:

None to Minimal: Evidence of isolated cases or limited community transmission, case investigations underway, no evidence of exposure in large 
communal setting, e.g., healthcare facility, school, mass gathering.

Minimal to Moderate: Widespread and/or sustained transmission with high likelihood or confirmed exposure within communal 
settings with potential for rapid increase in suspected cases.

Substantial: Large scale community transmission, healthcare staffing significantly impacted, multiple cases within communal 
settings like healthcare facilities, schools, mass gatherings etc.

Social Supports to Enhance Compliance and Minimize Secondary Harms

Restrictions on Travelers to Prevent Re-importation

Provide legal protections to 
preserve employment, 
income, housing, and 
utilities

Ensure safe, sanitary, and accessible housing conditions for all, 
including  people in custody and detention, the homeless, 
victims of domestic abuse, people with disabilities, and people 
in communal, low-income, and rental housing

Provide financial support and 
direct delivery of essential goods 
and services for those in need, 
including adequate personal 
protective equipment for all 
essential workers

Quarantine and isolation for travelers from areas with high 
community transmission, following individualized assessment of 
risk

Altered Operation of Public 
Facilities and Services

Restrictions on 
Businesses

Restrictions on 
Personal Movement

Close public schools and universities 
and transition to distance education

Transition to remote operations for 
government services where possible

Restrict access to public facilities and 
transportation to limit gatherings

Limit bars and restaurants to low-density 
dine-in or carry-out service only.

Restrict operations of venues that 
host large gatherings

Prohibit mass gatherings of 1000+

Require employers to permit telework

Restrict access to transportation hubs, temporary 
accommodations, and tourist destinations to discourage 
travel

Restrict onsite operations of private 
schools and universities

Close city streets to motor vehicles to 
limit travel and  allow ample space for 
outdoor exercise

Prohibit all nonessential on-site business 
operations

Prohibit smaller gatherings

Mandate physical distancing for all 
purposes other than essential work 

Order residents to stay at home with 
exception by permit only

Order residents to stay at home 
except for essential work and needsClose all nonessential businesses to the 

public

Impose nightly curfews to limit 
gatherings
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https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/downloads/community-mitigation-strategy.pdf
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