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eAppendix. Ophthalmology Match 2018-2019 Cycle Post-Match Applicant Survey 
 

 
1. What was your age at the time you submitted your rank list? (Write-in) 

 
2. What is your gender? 

1. Male 
2. Female 
3. Other (Write-in) 

 
3. What was your Step 1 score? (Write-in) 

 
4. At the time of your application submission, were you a member of Alpha Omega Alpha (AOA)? 

1. Yes, Junior AOA 
2. Yes, Senior AOA 
3. No 
4. My school does not induct students into AOA. 

  
5. At the time of application submission, in which quartile were you ranked within your medical school class? 

1. 1st Quartile 
2. 2nd Quartile 
3. 3rd Quartile 
4. 4th Quartile 
5. My medical school does not rank. 

 
6. How would you best describe the location of your medical school? 

1. Northeast U.S. 
2. Southeast U.S. 
3. Southern U.S. 
4. Midwest U.S. 
5. Mountain Time Zone U.S. 
6. Northwest U.S. 
7. Southwest U.S. 
8. I attend(ed) an international medical school 

 
7. At the time of application submission, how many peer-reviewed publications did you have PUBLISHED or 

ACCEPTED FOR PUBLICATION? (Write-in) 
 

8. At the time of application submission, how many peer-reviewed publications did you have IN-PROCESS 
(in preparation, in submission, in revision)? (Write-in) 
 

9. Did you take any additional years beyond 4 years for medical school? 
1. Yes 
2. No 

 
10. If Yes to (#9) above, what did you do with the additional year(s)? 

1. A separate degree (e.g. PhD, MBA, MPH) 
2. A research year or fellowship 
3. N/A 
4. Other (Write-in) 

 
11. To how many ophthalmology residency programs did you apply? (Write-in) 

 
12. How much did each of the following factors influence your decision to apply to the above number of 

programs? [Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 
1. Advice from mentors 
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2. Advice from peers (including shared online resources/forums) 
3. Based on prior SFMatch data 
4. Geographic constraints 
5. Fear of not matching 

 
13. Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#12) above, that you feel influenced your decision to apply to 

the above number of programs? (Write-In) 
 

14. Looking back after the process how would you judge the number of programs you applied to? 
1. I applied to too many programs and in retrospect I should have applied to less 
2. I applied to too many programs but in retrospect I still would have selected the same number 
3. I applied to the perfect number of programs 
4. I applied to too few programs and in retrospect should have applied to more 
5. I applied to too few programs but in retrospect I still would have selected the same number 

 
15. How important were these factors in your decision to apply to a certain ophthalmology residency program 

[Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)]:  
1. Program ranking and reputation 
2. Program size 
3. Surgical numbers 
4. Prior fellowship match results 
5. Advisor recommendation.  
6. Resident recommendation 
7. Spouse/significant other  
8. Family or friends in the area.  
9. Location of program  
10. Specific faculty at program 
11. Specific program resources (e.g. VA, Children’s Hospital, International Opportunities) 

 
16.  Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#15) above, that you feel influenced your decision to apply 

to a certain ophthalmology residency program? (Write-in) 
 

17. How many ophthalmology interviews did you receive? (Write-in) 
 

18. How many ophthalmology interviews did you attend? (Write-in) 
 

19. How often did you obtain your desired interview date? [Scale 1 (Never) – 5 (Always)] 
 

20.  How much did each of the following factors negatively influence your ability to get your desired interview 
date? [Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 

1. Date filled by invitation acceptance 
2. Date not offered by program.  
3. Conflict with desired date another program 

 
21.  Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#20) above, that you feel negatively influenced your ability 

to obtain your desired interview date? (Write-In) 
  

22. How influential were each of these factors in affecting your decision to decline an ophthalmology interview 
[Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 

1. Scheduling conflict  
2. Low interest in program  
3. Interview surplus/fatigue 
4. Cost of travel  

 
23. Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#22) above, that you feel affected your decision to decline an 

ophthalmology interview? (Write-In) 
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24.  How important did you perceive the following factors in creating a positive interview day? [Grade each, 

scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 
1. Connection to faculty during interview 
2. Connection to residents   
3. Interaction with faculty and residents during social  
4. Organization of interview day  
5. Food 
6. Introduction presentation of program   

 
25. Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#24) above, that you feel were important in creating a 

positive interview day? 
 

26. How many programs did you rank? (Write-in) 
 

27.  How important were these factors in your decision to rank a certain ophthalmology residency program 
highly? [Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)]  

1. Program ranking and reputation 
2. Program size 
3. Surgical numbers 
4. Prior fellowship match results 
5. Advisor recommendation.  
6. Resident recommendation 
7. Spouse/significant other  
8. Family or friends in the area.  
9. Location of program  
10. Specific faculty at program 
11. Specific program resources (e.g. VA, Children’s Hospital, International Opportunities) 

 
28. Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#27) above, that you feel were important in your decision to 

rank a certain ophthalmology residency program highly? 
 

29. How important were these factors in your decision to rank a certain ophthalmology residency program 
lower on your list or not rank at all? [Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 

1. Poor connection with faculty 
2. Poor connection with residents 
3. Poor interview experience 
4. Undesirable geography 

 
30.  What was the approximate total cost of the ophthalmology application process (not counting preliminary 

year interviews, if applicable) including the CAS application, travel costs, lodging, transportation, etc.? 
(Write-in) 
 

31. Per ophthalmology interview, approximately how much did you spend on HOUSING? 
1. Less than $100 
2. $101-200 
3. $201-300 
4. $301-400 
5. More than $400 

 
32. Per ophthalmology interview, approximately how much did you spend on TRANSPORTATION (flights, 

Uber/Lyft/taxi, gas, parking)? 
1. Less than $100 
2. $101-200 
3. $201-300 
4. $301-400 



© 2020 American Medical Association. All rights reserved. 

5. More than $400 
 

33. Per ophthalmology interview, approximately how much did you spend on OTHER THINGS (food, 
groceries, dry cleaning)? 

1. Less than $50 
2. $51-100 
3. $101-150 
4. $151-200 
5. More than $200 

 
34. Did you have to seek out additional funding beyond your normal living expenses (loans, credit cards, 

family, etc.) to offset costs of applying and interviewing?  
1. Yes 
2. No 

 
35. If yes, what was your primary source of additional funding?   

1. Additional Loans 
2. Additional Credit Card debt 
3. Additional Family Support 
4. N/A 
5. Other (Write-in) 

 
36. For ophthalmology interviews that did NOT involve coming off a WAIT LIST, what was the average time 

between receiving an interview invitation and the actual date of the interview?  
1. <1 weeks 
2. 1-2 weeks 
3. 2-3 weeks 
4. 3-4 weeks 
5. >4 weeks 
6. N/A - All of my interviews involved coming off a wait list. 

 
37. For ophthalmology interviews that DID involve coming off a WAIT LIST, what was the average time 

between receiving an interview invitation and the actual date of the interview?  
1. <1 weeks 
2. 1-2 weeks 
3. 2-3 weeks 
4. 3-4 weeks 
5. >4 weeks 
6. N/A - None of my interviews involved coming off a wait list. 

 
38. How much do you feel each of the following factors contributed to a higher ophthalmology 

application/interview season cost? [Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 
1. Time between invitation date and interview date resulting in higher travel costs. 
2. Interviews being geographically separate but close in time 
3. Interviews being geographically close but distant in time 
4. Number of programs applied to. 
5. Number of interviews attended 
6. Cost of flights and transportation 
7. Cost of hotels and lodging 

 
39. Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#38) above, that you feel contributed to a higher 

ophthalmology application/interview season cost? (Write-in) 
 

40. Given the current system, on a scale of 1-5 which of these areas is most amenable to cost-saving behavior 
by applicants without reducing competitive status? [Grade each, scale 1 (Not At All) – 5 (Very Much)] 
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1. Hotels and lodging 
2. Food 
3. Applying to fewer programs 
4. Attending fewer interviews 
5. Choosing cheaper transportation (e.g. driving, flights)  

 
41. Are there any other factors not mentioned in (#40) above, that you feel are amenable to cost-saving 

behavior by applicants without reducing competitive status? (Write-In) 
 

42.  Which of the following recommendations to improve the process or reduce cost of the ophthalmology 
match should be initiated? (select all that apply) 

1. Cap on number of programs one can apply to 
2. Performing more interviews via video chat 
3. Placing caps on number of interviews each applicant may attend 
4. Requiring programs to give at least 1 month lead time before interview offers 
5. Centralized scheduling of interviews through SFMatch website 
6. I would not recommend any changes to the current match system 

 
43. Are there any other changes not mentioned in (#42) above, that you feel should be initiated to improve the 

process or reduce cost of the ophthalmology match? (Write-In) 
 

44. Did you match into an ophthalmology residency (Y/N)? 
 

--SECTION FOR THOSE WHO DID MATCH-- 
 

45. In which geographic region did you match? 
1. Northeast U.S. 
2. Southeast U.S. 
3. Southern U.S. 
4. Midwest U.S. 
5. Mountain Time Zone U.S. 
6. Northwest U.S. 
7. Southwest U.S. 

 
46. On which number of your rank list did you match? (Write-in) 

 
--SECTION FOR THOSE WHO DID NOT MATCH— 
 

47. What do you and your mentors feel is a reason for not matching (select all that apply)? 
1. Step 1 score 
2. Research experience 
3. Preclinical grades 
4. Clinical grades 
5. Interview performance 
6. Not attending all interviews received 
7. Not ranking all programs at which you interviewed 

 
48. Are there any reasons not mentioned in (#48) above that you and your mentors feels is a reason for not 

matching? (Write-in) 
 

49. Do you plan to reapply for ophthalmology residency?  
1. Yes 
2. No 

 
50. If you DO plan to reapply to ophthalmology residency, what do you plan to do during the coming academic 

year? 
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1. Remain for a 5th year of medical school 
2. PGY-1 Internship year 
3. Post-graduate year of research 
4. Post-graduate pre-residency fellowship 
5. I do not plan to reapply to ophthalmology residency. 
6. Other (Write-in) 

 
After you click "Submit" below, this will conclude the survey. Thank you very much for your time! We hope that 
your responses allow for refinement of the process for future applicants. 


