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eTable. Ten most frequently endorsed unmet supportive care needs 

Rank 
Order 

Item One Week 
Post-Diagnosis 

(%)

Three Months 
Post-Diagnosis 

(%) 

Domain

1 To be fully informed about cancer 
remission 

87 70 HI

2 To be fully informed about things you 
can do to help yourself get well 

87 66 
HI

3 To be fully informed about your test 
results as soon as possible 

86 65 HI

4 Dealing with fears about the cancer 
spreading or returning 

85 61 PSY

5 To be fully informed about the possible 
effects of the cancer on the length of 
your life 

84 65 HI

6 To be fully informed about the odds of 
treatment success 

83 66 HI

7 To be fully informed about all of the 
benefits and side effects of treatment or 
surgery before you agree to have it 

80 63 HI

8 To be given a full explanation for every 
test and treatment procedure you go 
through 

79 61 HI

9 Coping with fears about further 
physical disability or deterioration 

73 48 PSY

10 Coping with fears about the pain and 
suffering you might experience 
 

72 41 PSY

Note: Unmet needs were analyzed dichotomously as “no need” and “at least 1 unmet need” to 

evaluate the proportion of unmet needs overall and within each domain. Responses of “not 

applicable” or “already met” were grouped as “no unmet need” (score = 0) and the low, 

moderate, and high need responses were grouped as “at least 1 unmet need” (score = 1). 

HI = Health Information. PSY = Psychological. 


